VPI/98-104 CIP CON 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Examiner : Not Yet Assigned 

Group Art Unit : Not Yet Assigned 

Applicants : Keisuke Kuida et al., 

Serial No. : Not Yet Assigned 

Filed : Herewith 

For : CASASE-9 DEFICIENT ANIMALS AND THE USE 

THEREOF 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 
December 1, 2000 

Hon. Assistant Commissioner 

For Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Preliminary to examination of the above-identified application, kindly amend 
the application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

On page 1 , immediately after the title, insert 

■ CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
This application is a continuing application of co-pending International Patent 
Application PCT/US 99/1 1861, filed May 28, 1999, which claims priority of 
United States provisional patent application 60/087,71 1, filed June 2, 1998. - 



REMARKS 

Applicants hereby amend the specification to refer to prior applications. 
These amendments add no new matter. 



Applicants request consideration of the application and early allowance of the 
pending claims. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Andrew S. Marks (Reg. No. 33,259^ 

Attorney for Applicants 

Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc. 

130 Waverly Street 

Cambridge, MA 02139-4242 

Tel.: (617)577-6692 

Fax.: (617) 577-6680 



